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ral I ency |’

today that American military

icials in Vietnam systemati- .

ist %,

Pentagon Papers Trial, -
gaid that a oint when
Communis Te aciu- -

i ing in Vietnam, the. "
numbers — sent to the White*
HOiEe anaveleased 1o~ the
ess — were goi Wi, ;
This happened, he ex-'
plained, because the U.S. Mili-
tary Assistance Command in
Vietnam (MACV) deliberately:
“removed components” of the .
Communist forces from the’
“order of battle,” which is the.
formal name of the intelli-:
gence estimate of opposing'

. :
-forces. ;|about 84,000. He lost 40,000

1 killed, at least 3,000 captured,
5 and perhaps 5,000 disabled or

Adams

pression, after attending meet-
ﬁgs on the subject in Sal'g'@

onolulu and at CIA head-
at'
Ris was done in 1968 as “a re-:
sult _of political pressufes !
within the military €o Hlsgl'ay !

'»
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aglually was.”
The CIA analyst suggestedi

|from the witness stand that

Gen. BEarle C. Wheeler, then|
chairman of the Joint Chiefs|,
of Staff, and Gen. William C ¢
Westmoreland, then com-{
mander of MACV, had beent

the statistics.
As a result of the falsifica-"
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:thé Pentagon Papers
| other classified material from

testified in federal court here’,

.| fense.”
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;| elosure by Daniel Ellsberg and
{ Anthony J. Russo Jr. of top-se-
cret document§ containing the
.| “order of battle” would have

"| been ‘virtually useless” to a
forelgn nation.

Ellsberg and Russo are on

trial Bere on charges of con-

T espionage and thieft
i: oVérﬂm'en’t ‘property as a
/83ult of their photocopying of
and

the Rand Corporation in 1969.

One of the documents men-
tioned in the indictment
against them is a 1968 assess-
ment by Gen. Wheeler of the
affects of the Viethamese

Lt. Gen. William G. DePuy,
testifying for the prosecution
earlier in the trial, said the

‘| “order of hattle” was one of
i the most sensitive items in

that document and that its dis-
closure would have endan-
gered the U.S. “national de-

‘One paragraph  in the
Wheeler report cited by De-
Puy an assistant to the Army

!

67,000

. Approv

Chief of Staff, said:

“He (the Vietnamese

1 Communists) comymitted over
maneuver | talk. )
His testimony was full of| -
He defined| -

combat
forces plus perhaps 25 per

weent'or 17,000 more impressed

men and’ boys for a fotal of

‘died of wounds. He - had
peaked his force total ta about
240,000 just before Tet, by
hard recruiting, infiltration,
civilian impressment, and
drawdowns on service and
guerrilla personnel.”

Adams, shown that para-
graph on a courtiroom screen
today, ‘said that every statisiic
ip it was unreliable.

He explained that the 240,
000 figure included only the

Communists’ “regulars,”
“guerrillas,” “service

and

{owet than realistic levels.
Left out altogether, Adams

1added, were the ‘self-defense
. Lmiliti

gpo

1&_ ¥ “gecret self-defense,”
tical ¢8dres” and “assault

=all’ ol whom' played a
role 1§ “the Communists’" war
effort, Had they been ‘in-

. cluded, the intelligence ana-
ot lyst said, as he stood at a easel
lin the middle of the court-
"{room’tallying them up, the ac-

‘curafé “order of battle” would

pefor

. pary (MAT3

(H})tl()l] of the situation as it
iwas in February, 1968—when
the Wheeler report was writ-
ten—by October, 1969, when
Ellsherg and Russo copied-the
document, information would
have been “dated,” Adams
said.

j 3 n.
sidered éspecially significant,

becguse he is the only_actual

i alyst to appear
af the trial.

He was able to explain on

the Dbasis OF personas Krow)-

experience ROW in-

t ring and aflal-

nrsﬁammsm_ﬂggi_lms_ﬁ'

Llified on this point primarily
imhypothetical fermys.

A direct descendant of John
Adams, the second president
of the United States, he pro-
vided a brief chronicle of his
careér at the CIA, where he
first studied the Congo and
then, until April of last year,
the Vietcong. He said he is
now  assigned to study
“another country.” -

When he first took the wit-
ness stand this morning, Ad-
ams turned to the jury and

»

colloquialisms.
“grder of battle” this way, for
example:

out there fighting against us.”

After U.S. Distriet Court
Judge W. Matt Byrne Jr. cut
in to ask what
meant, Adams corrected him-
self to say “adversaries” or
“foe” each time he referred
to the subject.

gard to the Vietcong, Adams
said, was “trying to dope out
what made these guys tick.”
As he testified, he became

moved around so much on the
witness stand that his shirttail

around.

the Justice Department {o use
the “order of battle” informa-
tion in this case. The defense,
charging that the prosecutior
was trying to “silence” Adams

ing about those efforts.

tt1e” had been an accurate des-ination of Adams late today &

said, ‘¢ ‘] am a re-
searcher, not a spy, which is}
W, n _get u €Ie T

di-

“Our estimate of|

how many baddies there are|

“baddies™|

His job at the CIA with re-|-

increasingly animated, and|{ -

subpoenaed him after learn -

PAGE /

mqumna about the
gence analyst’s contacts with
Ellsherg’s and Russo’s attor-!
neys and consultants. ;

Adams acknowledged that
Morton H. Halperin, a formes
Pentagon official who is now

"|a consultant to Ellsberg, had

“referred to you (Nissen) as
an untrustworthy character”
during a conversation in Wash-
ington several weeks ago.

The
testimony today included rare

inielli-}

inteiligence analyst’s’

and frank public appraisals of -

the comparative quality of
American and Vietnamese
Communist intelligence opera-
tions. .

He said that the Commu-
nists’ intelligence ‘was “excel-:
lent” and that at one point
they “got copies of early
drafts” of a joint American-
South Vietnamese military op-|
eration “before our own com-!
manders did.” i

By contrast, Adams testi-
fied, U.S. mfefl]gence in Vn.g

nam wasTtEad > , .
e

was hanging out in back by|" |
the time each recess came'.

Byrne would not permit de- 1
fense attorney Charles Nessen .
to question Adams about his
unsuccessful attempts to get. -
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